Advocacy Writing Samples 



Mansoor, Paul. "Midlands Voices: Connecting wind to grid should be top energy 
priority." Omaha-World Herald, 02/02/2012. 
http://www.omaha.com/article/20120202/NEWS0802/702029967 

Mansoor, Paul. "Commentary: USDA makes smart move on Smart Grid 
investments." New Bern Sun Journal, 04/10/2012. 
http://www.newbernsj.com/articles/grid-105638-smart-electric.html 

Mansoor, Paul. "Rural Affairs Center supports wind project." Storm Lake Pilot 
Tribune, 04/17/2012. 

http://www.stormlakepilottribune.eom/story/1 8391 22.html 

Mansoor, Paul. '"All in' for wind." Blog for Rural America, 06/07/2012. 
http://cfra.org/bloq/2012/06/07/all-wind 



H omaha.com 



Midlands Voices: Connecting wind to grid should be top 
energy priority 

by PAUL MANSOOR • FEB. 2, 2012 

The writer, of Lyons, Neb., works on energy policy at the Center for Rural Affairs. 

Creating jobs by expanding investment in clean energy was a focus of the president's State of the Union 
address last week. For many rural communities in Nebraska and Iowa, clean energy from wind 
represents the greatest opportunity in a generation to reinvigorate local economies. 

Large rural states like Nebraska are staring at an unprecedented energy resource and kindling for 
thousands of new jobs. But much of this wind is undeveloped because of bottlenecks in our current 
transmission system, leaving remote wind unconnected from our national grid. 

To assist, the president should turn his attention to improving our nation's electrical transmission 
system. Upgrading and expanding clean energy transmission systems will create jobs, spur new 
industries and lead to a more prosperous future for rural communities in our region. 

Banner County, Neb., understands the current challenge well. Along the Colorado border, the population 
of this largely ranching county has shrunk to below 700 people in recent decades. 

A proposal to construct up to 1,000 wind turbines in the county is breathing new-found hope for the 
future into local communities. But for the people of Banner County to maximize their wind resources, 
they need new transmission connecting them to demand centers, most significantly to the west in 
Colorado. 

As this example illustrates, the richest wind areas are often remotely located. New lines can connect 
these distant rural communities to the larger network, creating market accessibility for their wind 
energy. 

Updating existing lines and building new ones will require a significant investment. Yet this, too, is a 
source of economic development. Investment in transmission upgrades will create jobs today while 
building a robust framework for tomorrow. 

And, once Nebraska's wind resources are better connected to the grid, analysis shows that wind 



development could support 3,600 permanent full-time jobs and nearly 26,000 temporary construction- 
phase jobs. 

On the other side of Nebraska, a proposed transmission project would bring more than 1,000 new 
turbines to northwest Iowa. The Rock Island Clean Line project would carry abundant clean energy 
from Iowa east toward Chicago. 

In Iowa, wind energy already accounts for 20 percent of the generation, employing thousands of people. 
Nebraska and nearby states have similar capacity but have not yet unlocked this source of jobs and 
energy. 

If the clean energy transmission bottleneck can be broken, wind energy across the region will come 
online. For the people of Banner County, this will mean new jobs, new families and a future for their 
school and community. 

Improving and expanding transmission is nonpartisan, and this is an issue the president and Congress 
can act on this year. 

Wind energy can be the lifeblood of a prosperous future. And wind energy is ready to flow. We must 
now improve the veins and arteries of our electrical network to bring new economic life to rural areas. 

Copyright ©2012 Omaha World- Herald®. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten, displayed or redistributed for any purpose without permission from the Omaha 
World-Herald. 
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COMMENTARY: USDA makes smart move on Smart Grid 
investments 



Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced $25 million to improve rural electricity 
infrastructure and make the electric grid more reliable and efficient. Rural electric cooperatives in eight 
states, including North Carolina, will receive money to install smart grid technologies and improve 
transmission and generation facilities. 

According to Secretary Vilsack, investments in smart grid technologies give rural electric utilities and 
consumers one more tool to better manage electricity usage, improve efficiency, increase reliability of 
the electric grid and lower overall costs. 

In recent years, communities from the Dakotas to Florida and from New Mexico to New England have 
experienced storms and weather events which left thousands without power. Utilities cannot currently 
pinpoint the precise cause or location of a power outage, and rely on customer reporting and persistent 
repair crews to fix the problem. 

The nature of smart meters is two-way communication with the power supplier. Which means when 
the lights go out, the utility knows before customers have to report it — timely and much welcome news 
for consumers who've battled outages. 

Smart grid technology will help utilities manage their network and address inefficiencies. This means 
that persistent problems, like trees too close to the overhead power lines, can be mapped and targeted 
prior to outages. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, through its Rural Development initiative, promotes programs 
designed to improve the economic stability and quality of life in America's rural communities and for 
their residents, farmers, ranchers and small businesses. This announcement is another win for rural 
America. 

PaulMansoor is with the Center for Rural Affairs. 
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Rural Affairs Center supports wind project 

by PAUL MANSOOR • APRIL 19, 2012 
Wind development in Iowa is on the upswing. 

The Rock Island Clean Line is a transmission project that will help transform rural economies in the upper Midwest, like 
Iowa. 

Clean Line, the developers behind Rock Island, are placing a converter station in O'Brien County, that will transform 
harvested wind-energy into high-voltage direct current (HVDC). 

Traditionally relying on agri-business, O'Brien County's economic interests have embraced the potential of renewable 
energy. Like many rural areas in the upper Midwest, O'Brien County has stellar wind-resources, but lacks a way to send 
that harvested energy anywhere. This bottleneck often stalls wind-farm development, costing jobs, tax revenues and 
renewable energy potential. 

O'Brien County's Economic Development Corporation supports the line and understands it offers tremendous economic 
development opportunity. 

With a direct path for harvested wind-energy, wind-farms will quickly sprout within 100 miles of the converter station. 
This will mean manufacturing jobs (producing wind turbines), skilled labor (installing turbines and transmission 
infrastructure), and permanent positions to monitor and maintain the line after it's built. 

Delivering 3,500 megawatts of electricity from the Great Plains eastward, the Rock Island line will create an estimated 
5,000 construction jobs during the building phase, and over 500 operations jobs once the line is complete. 

The Center for Rural Affairs supports clean transmission that bolsters wind energy development, bringing economic 
and environmental benefits to rural America. The Rock Island Line is a step in the right direction— just ask O'Brien 
County. 

Follow Rock Islands' progress and learn more about transmission: www.cfra.org/clean-energy-transmission-m... . 
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"All in" for Wind | Center for Rural Affairs 

JUNE 7, 2012 

People want wind energy, but don't want to pay more for it. According to a new study , they may be able 
to have their cake—and eat it too. 

Wind energy is attractive for economic reasons. A robust wind industry could bring 30,000 jobs and $7 
billion per year to Nebraska. But fear of higher prices has kept wind development grounded. 

Although wind produces some of the cleanest energy, nobody wants higher electric rates. Wind towers 
are expensive. And in remote areas, developing new wind farms can require transmission 
improvements, which are necessary to send the electricity from producers to consumers. Power 
companies usually pass these costs onto ratepayers. This creates a bottleneck, stalling wind projects and 
keeping clean energy from getting off the ground. 

However, introducing greater levels of wind together with smart system planning can decrease the 
annual market price relative to today. This means consumers would pay less for wind energy! 

The key is to go "all in." The savings accrue when healthy wind development is combined with 
transmission upgrades. Installing just a few turbines at a time will cost more—on average— than 
multiple developments. 

The case for wind energy keeps getting stronger. Job creation, clean energy and lower electric bills? 
Change is coming... you can feel it in the breeze. 



You can reach Paul Mansoor via telephone (402-687-2103 x 1028), or email ( paulm @ cfra.org ) , and 
you can follow him on Twitter @paul_at_cfra 
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